The role of aristocratic women in their local and regional societies and networks in twelfth-century England has been explored largely through research into comital and royal women. Lesser aristocratic women, variously categorised as 'non-comital', 'honorial', 'knightly', or 'baronial', have been incorporated within other elite women's studies and their experience considered comparable.
2 landholding women below comital rank. These women did not have aristocratic titles through birth and their families were likely to have gained wealth and status through military or office. Families in this category were often involved in knight service, military tenure, and religious patronage. For the thirteenth century Louise Wilkinson's work on Lincolnshire women and Emma Cavell's on the Welsh Marches have illustrated the wealth of extant material and its potential for identifying key differences between aristocratic statuses in order to discuss women of baronial and non-comital levels. 2 Wilkinson and Cavell's work provides a strong frame of reference for a more comprehensive and detailed understanding of the place lesser aristocratic women had in twelfth-century local society and their families. The survival of sufficient source material is a challenge for the study of twelfth-century women, and there has been an assumption that it is very limited. 3 Women of this social group occur rarely in chronicle material, but they can be found in charters. A lack of sequential charters, however, has been identified as the main reason for the limited scholarly work on women of the lesser aristocracy. 4 Nevertheless, for France and Scotland, approaching women through charters has 3 been pursued effectively and suggests that more potential is present in twelfth-century material than is recognised. 5 Therefore, if we are to understand women's roles, it is best done through charter material. The survival of significant numbers of aristocratic charters from twelfth-century Yorkshire means that, for this area, focus can be shifted to lesser aristocratic women. By analysing families and individuals of lesser aristocratic women as case studies, this paper will be able to address the lack of charters for single individuals and the need for more sequential charters to develop an image of lesser aristocratic women's actions in the county.
This article seeks to demonstrate that lesser aristocratic women were significant social agents and shaped the world around them by examining the charter occurrences of the Rumilly, Arches, and St Quentin families in twelfth-century Yorkshire. Limitations resulting from source survival are not insurmountable and by casting a wide net over the extant material to pull out case studies, such as these, it is possible to explore twelfth-century aristocratic women's experiences. Although significant amounts of evidence for any single individual might be scattered, careful analysis of large numbers of charters and cartularies can identify wider patterns among lesser aristocracy which can then be applied to individuals and families with fewer or non-sequential sources. The women in these three lesser aristocratic families appear in 51 charters, and illustrate how they were involved in public and private societies that were appropriate to their social status and wealth. These social connections have further implications for our understanding of women's involvement in Yorkshire's physical and social landscapes. This paper will begin with an overview of the and Bolton demonstrating geographically focused patronage. 54 They also gave grants to St
Bees priory in Cumbria, and as this had been founded by William Meschin its patronage demonstrates a continuity of family patronage rather than an out of county anomaly. As well as having the agency to shape religious landscapes, women were also active in their families and secular society. As mothers or wives women could affect their children's 54 This accounts for charters issued by the women alone with no co-issuers and no laudatio parentum clause; in total they issued 26 such charters. A third area in which lesser aristocratic women were able the engage with society through landholding was in general secular society and social networks through official roles, even through lord-vassal relationships. As described by Paul Hyams, lord-vassal relationships were based on reciprocal terms and duties which both tenant and lord were expected to perform. 
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The case study families demonstrate that the extant charter evidence is sufficient for an analysis of twelfth-century lesser aristocratic women in local society. Charters to secular and religious beneficiaries place women into notable social relationships that are identifiable through family, inheritance, and lordship. Lesser aristocratic women could and did participate in social networks and landholding by performing patronage, land alienations, and lord-vassal relationships. Building social connections from Rumilly, Arches, and St Quentin women's charters this paper has argued that women were significant participants in twelfth-century Yorkshire society. Lesser aristocratic women were established as agents in the family, and through charters dealing with land alienations their actions reached the wider landscape of monastic patronage, and tenurial or lord-vassal relationships.
What the case studies also show is that lesser aristocratic women's agency and networks were, unsurprisingly, often limited physically by geography, lifecycle roles, or status as heiress. The lesser aristocracy's landholding in the twelfth century put them in a position to build networks, but not outwith their means. These factors should not, however, undermine the significant extent to which women could participate in these geographically and materially smaller networks or landscapes. The study of women's charters illustrates how this approach helps establish a more holistic view of women's roles in religious and secular networks. The conclusions offered in this paper serve to confirm women's importance in society, and also to offer a further element for consideration by accounting for the variabilities of geography and source survival. Lesser aristocratic women held land and were part of their family networks and the Rumilly, Arches, and St Quentin cases have shown that lesser aristocratic women had significant bearing on their localities. The landholding of these selected Yorkshire lesser aristocratic women was not exceptional, and serves to demonstrate medieval women's opportunities and actions.
